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How to Start a Self-Hosted WordPress Blog

By Claire Diaz-Ortiz
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Starting a blog is one of the very best things that ever happened to me, and | love to
share with folks why blogging is a great way to connect with others, build your

platform, and change the world.

Seven years ago, | hit publish on my first post. | was holed up in a hostel in Madrid,
having just run my first marathon, and on my first stop of a yearlong trip around the

world. Hitting publish on that post was one of the smartest things | ever did.

bluehost & UNUMITE DOMAINS [y ick
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Wherever you are in your career (or in the world), a blog can help you reach your
goals of learning, connecting, change-making and profit-building. | want you to get

started. And I’'m going to tell you how to do so.

In this short manifesto, I'll show you the exact steps to set up your own self-hosted

Wordpress blog.

It should take 9 minutes, tops. (8, maybe). At the end, you’ll have your very own blog,

which you can shriek loudly about.
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In a good way.

We’'ll be doing it all with BlueHost, the host that most bloggers these days

recommend due to its prices, excellent service, and serious ease of set up.

Going with a hosting company like BlueHost means that you'll be “self-hosting” your
website using your own .com address. Although this costs some money (< $50 a
year), | firmly believe this is a better route than going with free options like

Blogger.com.

When starting a blog, one of the first questions you’ll need to answer is whereyou

want to host your blog.

There are two main options for hosting:

m Free (through a third-party like blogger.com)

s Paid (called “self-hosting” — this happens on your own .com domain name)

| firmly believe most people will do best with a paid option (I recommend BlueHost,

and here’s my video helping you set it up, step-by-step.)

Although this infographic will show you some of the differences between free and
paid hosts, here are my reasons that | personally recommend going with the paid

option.

Why | Recommend Paying for Blog Hosting:

www.clairediazortiz.com/startablog



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clairediazortiz.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH9bq8KgJL-PP5grrOviR9vuh32Sg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tkqlhce.com%2Fclick-3402642-10376739&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRxarBFdEBEAxY_0dgNZ4ZVMTFoA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tkqlhce.com%2Fclick-3402642-10376739&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRxarBFdEBEAxY_0dgNZ4ZVMTFoA
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tkqlhce.com%2Fclick-3402642-10376739&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRxarBFdEBEAxY_0dgNZ4ZVMTFoA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Cbg5FO7DQbU
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpbeginner.com%2Fbeginners-guide%2Fself-hosted-wordpress-org-vs-free-wordpress-com-infograph%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNECiUs95GC5uUAFgxoG-1-u4AH1VQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clairediazortiz.com%2Fstartablog&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGSziKNIqxVJKpxjJ_3XxgTYlPVhw

www.clairediazortiz.com

Although free options (like Blogger) are indeed FREE, they offer much less
functionality than paid options. But that’s not the main reason | don’t recommend
them. In the beginning of my blogging days, | started several blogs on Blogger for
free and it gave me a good chance to try blogging without making a

monetary commitment.

That said, free platforms like Blogger do have limits, and don’t have all the bells,

whistles, and functionalities that paid platforms offer.

Like many bloggers, when | did decide | wanted to take my blogging to the next
level, | faced a frustrating hurdle: migrating my website from the free Blogger to the
paid WordPress. This not only cost me hundreds of dollars, but forced me to deal
with rebranding — as the name | had chosen for my original blog on Blogger was

not available on the rest of the Interwebs.

All'in all: frustrating.

Ultimately, if you think there is a chance you might one day want your blog to be
bigger, do more, or take a larger role in your life than it does on Day 1, think about
spending the <$70 bucks a year to pay for hosting. It'll save you money in the long

run.

So let’s review what you need to get going:

= A host. As mentioned above, | believe self-hosting on your own URL is the way
to go. Most well-respected bloggers recommend BlueHost. It's known for great

customer service, ease of set-up, and cost (for less than $4 a month you can

create and unlimited number of websites).
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s A domain name. Got a name for your blog? Great. Now turn that into a domain
name. (Domain names look like www.ClaireDiazOrtiz.com,
www.MeatlsYummy.org, or www.MuffinsRock.net). BlueHost will ask you what

yours is when you're setting up the blog.

s A credit card (or Paypal). This is where you get to throw your cash money on
the table. Note that there are free ways to blog, but for most people | don’t
generally recommend them, as | explained above. Here’s an explanation of why

you (usually) shouldn’t be using free blogging services.

So go ahead, get going. Watch the video (also below) or read the directions and
sign up for BlueHost and then get your first post up!

Here’s the video below (linked here) walking you through exactly how to set up your

new blog.

How to Set Up a Self-Hosted WordPress Blog (Video)
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Link not showing up? Go here.

Prefer written instructions with screenshots?

Me too.

(Sometimes.)

Written Directions w/ Screenshots

Go to BlueHost. Click on Sign Up Now.
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It will ask you for a domain name. For now, let's assume you do not already have a
domain name and need to buy one now. What do you want to call your site?

Muffins4eva.com?
DuckDynastyRecipes.com? Think of something good. A few more tips?
e Don’t use dashes. Go for peoplelovelongcats.com, not
people-love-long-cats.com.

e Don’t use weird punctuation. Avoid iloveu2much.com. Go for
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iloveyoutoomuch.com.

e Geta .com if you can. If you can’t, don’t worry about it.

Enter it in the box “| Need a Domain Name” and see if it's available.

Sign LUp Now
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If it's available, it'll tell you “Congratulations!” Now it’s time to fill out your basic

personal information and credit card information (or Paypal). Fill that in.
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You’re once again a winner. “Congratulations!” You set it up. Now it needs you to set

up a password. Do that.
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Create your password

Once you set up the password it wants you to log into the account. Do that.
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Account Login

Lesgin

Forgotten Password?

Mo login! Sign up for an sccount today!

Now you’re in your account. Click on “Websites”, the blue icon in the middle of the

screen.

® bluehost
(DM Comwins | Addoss | Aecses |

Once you click there, you'll see a screen that will say “WordPress” on the left hand
side with a big logo. Click on “WordPress” — that’s what we’re going to use to blog

on.
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Click WordPress, and it'll ask you to install WordPress. Deselect a few extra plugins
it will select for you. If you get an error message that says “Oops! That directory

exists!” don’t worry.
This is just meant for people who are installing WordPress on a site that is already

live. Just click the box saying you know this would override any existing files. You

may need to deselect those plugins again.
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And then, success!

Click on the link it gives you for your new blog and put in your password.
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@WORDPRESS

LUsername
Passwaord

Ramamber Ma Login
Lost vour password?

Now look at the left hand side of the screen and click “Add New” under “Posts”.

Akismet Stats

s~ Posts

All Posts
Add New

.

Write your first post, and hit “Publish!”
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Yay!

Your first post is up!

Now what?!

What to Do After the First Post

To make your blog a bit nicer, here are a few key things you’ll want to think about

doing in the first few days or weeks of blogging that can help get off on the right foot:

m Choose a Theme. Under “Appearance” in your WordPress you can click
“Themes” to see some free themes available. One good free one that many
folks use is called Platform. Here are a bunch more free WordPress themes. |

use a great paid theme called Genesis which | highly recommend.
s Download some good plugins. Some of my favorites include Askimet (to
prevent Spam), Google Analytics (to see stats about your blog), and Contact

Form 7 (to have an easy way for folks to contact you).

s For more general information on WordPress and getting your site looking

awesome, try WP101.com, a great site with tons of good videos.

So remember, it all starts with getting things set up. | recommend BlueHost.

UNLIMITED Space @ &

8

E bluehost 9
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Got any questions? Shoot me a note.

I’'m at Claire@clairediazortiz.com.
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